In recent times there has, in the whole range of medicine, been no more fruitful source of polemical discussion than leucorrhoea. The reintroduction in the present century of the use of the speculum matricis into ordinary practice, revealed to obstetricians a new set of recondite lesions. The greatly increased frequency of physical examination of the female organs to which this gave rise, resulted in the proclamation, if not in the discovery, of various new disorders of these parts. The examinations necessary for tlieir investigation were easy to men of the meanest capacity. The new field of practice was, as might be expected, entered upon with the greatest zeal and alacrity by a crowd of doctors. The cases were all in a class, having the greatest development of our common emotional feelings, but having also the peculiar weaknesses implied in the very name of woman. In such a field, it was not to be wondered at that enthusiasm should be engendered; it was much to be lamented that this should so soon have degenerated, in the case of many physicians, into great imprudence, and in not a few into gross charlatanry. Women The mucous discharge is the more common and important. It is a glandular secretion:? " Quantities of mucous corpuscles and oily particles, with particles of epithelium entangled in the viscid alkaline plasma which gives the mucus its clearness and consistence, are found. The clear mucus is seen at the os uteri, sometimes adhering to the os itself, at others extending through the vagina, and presenting at the os externum in the form of a string, and also lying upon the walls of the vagina, in the curdy or creamy state to which it is reduced by the action of the vaginal acid." Sometimes the two kinds of discharge are mixed:? " The secretion, in cases of vaginal leucorrhcea, generally consists entirely of epithelium, in every possible phase of development, mixed with acid mucous plasma When the vaginal form of leucorrhcea becomes very severe, the villi become affected; and not only is epithelium separated with extraordinary rapidity, but pus is formed upon the irritable sub-epithelial or villous surface, which, when mixed with the epithelial matter, can hardly be distinguished from the mucous corpuscles of the cervix mixed with scaly epithelium.
In the second form of epithelial disorder, the epithelium is thrown off in large shreda or pieces, in which the pavement-like arrangement of the scales is perfectly preserved. These laminae frequently have upon them marks of the rugsa of the vagina, and somewhat resemble the cuticle, in cases of acute desquamation of the surface of the body Sometimes, on making a specular examination in these cases, the whole surface of the vagina is seen covered with a white coating, which may be removed by a forceps, in membraneous pieces of considerable extent and thickness."
The fifth chapter is one of the most interesting. It were, re-discovered the whole, re-analysed the subject, and set it down with ability in a body of doctrine, which will long retain its place in our literature. Every obstetrician, who wishes to be aic courantj must make himself master of the contents of this work.
